Hearing and language in preschool very low birthweight children.
To get more insight into preschool language and hearing in high-risk very low birthweight (VLBW) children, we conducted a prospective study in a cohort of 79 children. The prevalence of language impairment and hearing loss at age 3-4 years, their relationship to each other as well as to perinatal conditions, neurodevelopmental outcome and the home environment are described. Mild hearing loss was found in 26%, moderate hearing loss in 13% and severe hearing loss in 3% of the children. None of the children was deaf. Abnormal tympanometry was found in 57% of the children. Hearing loss at age 4 years was related to a less optimal neonatal condition and was not related to the obstetrical condition or to neonatal cerebral ultrasound findings. Language impairment was found in 21% of the children at age 3.6 years. Receptive and expressive language was not related to perinatal conditions. There was no relation between the language assessments and the audiological assessments. Cognition and the home environment of the child were the only independent variables in the prediction of language in preschool VLBW children.